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What is the result of developing a very specific dialogue, between 
people with a visual impairment and non-disabled people, in a very 
specific environment, the historic environment of a city?  

This dialogic process, which defines a cultural model of disability, is 
the central theme in this book. It builds on the need for adapting 
and modifying the environment rather than the person. This book 
envisions the making of a multi-sensorial city, one in which a visual 
aesthetics is questioned by the need for functionality, other forms of 
perception such as tactile and auditory, and considering the co-
existence of the historical and the supermodern, including the 
impact of new technologies. By taking visual limitations as a starting 
point, fresh departures are taken with questions on the 
development of a local accessibility policy, the design of multi-
sensorial environments, and possible applications in tourism and 
education. At a more fundamental theoretical level, this book 
inquires about the nature of disability, the city, and their dialectics. 

 
This book resulted from concrete activities in and around the city of Leuven (Belgium) on the 
occasion of the 2003 European Year of Persons with a Disability that became known by its acronym 
VIPHEC (Visually Impaired People in Historic European Cities). Existing efforts into a policy of 
access in the city of Leuven were to be given a new dynamic impulse with scholarly, policy, and 
education oriented activities. Throughout this book a creative way of working aims at win-win 
situations, in collaboration with disabled people, i.e., by validating expertise and towards the 
outcome of a better urban environment and greater access. The ideas and practices in this book are 
future oriented. A link between theory, practice, and policy is endeavored. 
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